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THEcheif Dcfign of this Difcourfc is, to ^monilratc 
that the laft and moft Beloved Apoftlc : of Chnft, S . 
John- was a moft true, a moft clear and Rhetorical 
PropheT: he Prophccyed of the three gr«nd Momr- 
cbies of the World. 
Firlt, The Roman. 
Secondly, IhcChriftiatt. 
ThirfW, Ther«rW£jHftr«. Emperourshad 

?^J!^1V clorM vvas thc forty 

and the :lart Pagan Empcroui :of *™> m down Rme , and 

C °" fi T^^rZo Chtitkals at Confttntinopk, and the 
fctupafifth Monarchy ol \ m J"" r "r ( r - J f th e World in 

Conquered them according to St. Johns i ropnciic. ^ 
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To the Reader. 
VotConftantine M. the Founder of the Chriftian Monarcfiv 
began his reign at Rome 4 nno ilQ . and at ConftantinopU Zl 
3 i 5 . Ottoman the the chief Turk*,;** i 3 oo. began hisC 
dome at Saguta, wh.ch was but ten or fifteen years before the 
Clmflians Millenmnm was compleated. But a Kingdom is not 
fa.d to be Conquered, when feme fmall Towns and Provinces 
in the Frontiers are invaded and taken ; but when the King and 
Imperial City and Army ; is totally vanquished : neither could 
the Tartarus with all their Force and Numbers, overcome the 
Saints or ru.ne the Emperour and the Beloved City of Criftcn 
dome, ConftantinopU, till after they had reigned above a Thou" 
land years. p 

And fince Gog Magog with the Saracens, &c. have been the 
grcateftdcrtroyersof Chriftendome, and fince their falfe Prophet 
fo much oppofes and exalts himfelf above Chrifl, I therefore 
pronounce Mahomet to be the grand Antichrifi ■ 
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ANTICHRIST 



I 



AND THE 

JTOCALYTS, Sec. 

TSf mycoiwerfc with Boo^s and Men, I have obferved that 
the name of Antichrifi is commonly ufed as an ugly Bear- 
skin vizard ; that one party puts on the face of another par- 
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ty, to render it the more odious-, ar.devery^arty, right or f>>u<n'M<? 
ne, is fure to be branded with the NicK-name of Anti- 



wrong, 

chriftian, as every opprcfTed or conquered party Comforts 
themfelves with the name of Perfecuted, and Martyrs. 

The Patriarkof Conflantinoplewas firfl: called Antichriftian 
by the Bifliop of Rome, afterwards the Pope was proclaimed 
Antichrist by the Proteftants ; in the Raign of our King Charts 
the firft, the Presbyterians called our Biftiops Antichriftian ^ 
in Cromwells time the Quakers, and other Settarifts called the 
rigid Presbyterians, Antichriftian; and our Holy Vniver fit ies, 
and our Royal City at its Iaft Conflagration, have been reviled as. 
Seats of the Whore of Babylon. 

The Antients have alfo had as ftrange phanfies of Antichrifi, 
that he fhouldbe begotten by a Diabolical Incabm; and that 
Enoch and EliasMC the two WitncfTes in the Revelations, who- 
appearing on Earth again, andProphcfyingagainfthim, ihould 
be (lain by him. 

The Schoolemen likewifchave betrayed themfelves to be but 
blind H agar ens t that they could not fee the my ftery of iniqui- 
ty 
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ty , in the Saracens, and though they faw St. Pads Prophefie 
of the falling away of the Nations from the Roman Empcronr 
exactly fulfilled, yet ftill their conclufion was, that Antichrifl 
is not yet come, the reafon was, 1 fuppofe, either their ignorance 
ox rather fear, becaufe their Pope looked and acted fo much like 
Antichrifl, and therefore Equina* and the reft of the School-men 
are very fparing in Writing on this point, fome Modern Di- 
vines make Antichrifl to be an oemulatour, or Vicar of Chrifl 
or one that pretends to be for Chrijt in word, but in deed, is a- 
gainfthim, and fo Antichrifl mult be the grand Hypocrite in 
the World. 

Others think to falve all difficulties by diftinguifhin^ between 
the mean Jintichrifi, and rhe wain or grand Antichrifl, and 
this is again lubdivided mio Antichrifl within tbe Church, and 
Antichrifl without the Church \ and they fay, every finncr is 
a petty Antichrifl in a large fence, but itrictly and properly 
Antichrifl is (as Aquinas defines him) caput omnium malorum 
in perfefhione rnalitioc, the wickcdeil rogue, the greatcft oppo- 
ierofChriltinthcWorld. 

For my part I believe, ihat the term Antichrifl ought not to 
beftretched to fo large a fence, as to comprehend all forts of 
Enemies or all kinds offinncrs againft Chri;t,butonly fome par- 
ticular forts, for if every kind of oppofition of Chrifl, if every 
fmall degree of finning did formally denominate and conltitutc a- 
ny pcrfon an Antichrifl, then the greatcft degree or kind of 
wickednefs would render a pcrfon the grand Antichrifl, and if 
fo, then we need feck no farther, for then the Devil muft be the 
Antichrifl, for the Devil is a greater idverfary to Chrifl and a 
wickeder pcrfon then any man in the World can poffiblybc: 
Yea he is the prime cau fe of all Atheifme, Antichriftianifme,oh\\ 
Hercfie and Sin in the World, yet he can't bean ^/fe«y?, or an 
Antichrifl, for he believes that Jcfusiscomc in the Flcfh, and 
js truly the Son of God, Mar. 1.2$. Mar. 3. 11. 

Bcfidcs, the Devil oppoftd Chrifl in his life time, and his 
Religion and D 1 fci pies in the Apoltlcs dayes, as much as ever 
fince,but thcgrandAntichri:t was not toappcar,till Lift the dayes, 
fo there arc many Heretickj and vicious livers in the Church, yet 
'Hen. fie and vice only puts them under the number and fpecics 
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of bad reprobate Chriflians in contradiction to the goodandOr- 
thodox Chriflians, but they can no more be called Antichrifls, 
then the Heretical Pharifees and vicious Sadducee s coujd be called 
Anti-Jews^ for .they Worfhippcd.no other. God, but the God 
of the Jews. 

Therefore, I (hall interpret the Word Anttchrtfl, as any ra- 
tional man would interpret an Anti-mofe s y Anti-mahomet , Anti- 
Jew or Anti-Gentile, for a man or Generation of men of a con- 
trary Religion to either of them. For Antichrifl cannot be a 
Chriitian but muft be a fed of men, or elfe the head and ring- 
leader of a Faction or fort of men, that arc of a contrary Religi- 
on to Chrifls, for the word Antichrifl is ment ioncd in no place of 
Scripture but in St. Johns Epiitles only, 1 John 2. 22. 23. 2 epift. 
7. he is Antichrifl that denies the Father, and the Son,- and that 
denies that Chrifl is come in the Flejh -, now neither of St. Johns 
definitions can agree to any Chriftians in the World, for fuch 
either never were, orelfe do ceafc to be Chriftians, for fuch as 
deny that the Meflias- is already compare Jews ;t hey that deny 
the Father and the Son, de.iyffc* viry ejfentialform of Baptifm r 
by which men are conltitutcd Chriitians, fuch deny the cheif 
Articles of our Creed, the incarnation of Chrifl, ar\<\ the Trinity. 
And who and what were thofe many Antichrifts that were in St. 
Johns dayes, 1 John 2. 18. arc expounded by St.^ofc/jhimfelf, 
ver. 1 9. to be fuch as went out from theChurch,and fo difcovcrcd 
themfelves not to be true Chriftians: there were many Ant i- 
cbriflian Jews, and Heathens in St. Johns time, and many other 
prophanc Gnoflicks, that were plotting and contriving another 
new Religion, in contempt of and oppofition to Chriftr, for this 
myfteryof iniquity began to work in St. Pauls dayes, 2 Thef. 2. 
Betides t thefe Antichrifts arc directly oppofed to thofe that 'w" ** 
*}{««t or had the Chri:Han Religion ftill abiding in them, v. 24. 
27. for y$Uu* is the only proper word in Greek for Chriflianity v 
and it comes from the fame greek radix as Chrifl, and therefore 
muft be the formal abftract, that denominates any fubject 
Chriftian. 

And if you interpret this wtlwthe holy unttion of the Spirit 
of Grace, the fence is ftill the fame; for they that have not the 
Spirit of ChriftarcnoncofGhrift$,^c/w. 8. 19. 
c There- 



Therefore I fay again, that the general Ejfence of hntkhri^ 
confifts.nthecontrarietyofReligion toChnits, evenasanT' 
n-Socinian, an Ami- Lutheran, or tinti-Pavifi, is one of a™ 
trary opinion to the Socinians, Lutherans, Papifis WIrtCon * 

Foritimplycsas much a contradiction to affirm, that Aw/ 
chnfi can be aChnftian, as that an Anti-Mofes or an Ami 
Mahomet ihould be one of Mofes or Mabomcts RcMeion • n™> 
fince there arc three Religions in the World, and but three onto 
contrary to the Religion ofChri.r, hence I inferrc, that there 

llTZlm^. thrCC f ° rtS ° f ***** *** "<«< 
The Jews deny that Chrift is yet come in the Flcfh ; the //„. 
^wworfhippcd other feigned Gods, bend, s the true God of th 
Chrillians, and both moll malicioufly perfecuted the Name 
Religion and Difciplcs of Jefus, therefore they both were 
formally kntichnfts. ' irc 

But yet both St. 7*A» and St. Paul expetfed and Propheficd 
thnuxthe laftdayes, after their death, upon the falling away of 
the Nations ifrom the Roman Empcrour, or (as others fay) ° 
Chilians from the Faith, another worfe and wickeder Anti 

gainft Chrift more then either Jews or Heathens, 2 The/. 2. 2 
3> 4> 5> 6. ' ' 

HHtandCry has been lent for this hntkhrift throughout the 
Earth all the marks of the be aft defcribed, and they that have 
been taken upon fufp.c.on are the Pope of Rome and Mahl 

But the main ground of mens miftakes in this controvcrfic 
is their misinterpreting and wrong applying of St. Johns F ' o 
phefieof the Whore Babylon, and the Beaft thereof! 

.!, J ? ant t d ; 01 ! a " f l dcS ' that ^^ in thc delation is not 
thcEafternBabylonof Semirtmis and Mh,W»^fo CiW 
«£,lbr that was deftroyed byQm the P^„,andall the jewift 
Prophef.es aga.nft her were fulfilled long Before St. Wt^e 
Therefore thu new Babylon muft be fomc other g eat Citv Uke 
unto old Babylon for Idolatry.ndperfecatingof hf^alts V 

1. And firft the Character */ ,1 ^\me of BalyUn uthe 
17. chapter of thc Revelations can agree to no other City in the 

world 
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world but to Rome only,becaufe no other City in St. Johns days 
reigned over all the Kings arfd Nations of the Earth, but Rome 
only ; yet in point of Prudence and Pdlicy the Apoftles did not 
openly and plainly Prophcfie the deftru&ion of Rome, for fear, 
of ( xafperating the Romans to greater cruelty againft Cbri- 
fiians. 

2. No other City then was built on feven Hills,but Rome only, 
viz. 1. Mons Palatinm, 2. Capitolinus, 3. Viminalis, 4, A' 
vevtinm, 5. EfqitilinHi, 6. Calim, 7. QuirinAlis. 

3. No other Country was deftroyed by ten Kings, which in 
St. Johns time had not the name and Power of Kings, but the 
Coitntrcy of Rome only ; there were indeed many more Kings 
which ereded Monarchies in the remote Dominions of thc old 
Roman Empire, as in Germany, and iirittain, &c. which never 
came near,or entred Italy with Hoftilc Armies : Therefore I fhall 
in!i!t only on thofeten Kings which invaded Italy and deftroyed 
tkCity Rome. 

1 . The v firft was Alaricns King of thc Gothes. 

2. -/tfwVtf KingofthcHunncs./ 

3. Genferictu King of the Vandals. ' 

4. ByorgtuK'mgoi thc Alani or Lithium, then thc Gothes 
invaded Italy and tacked Rome, again. 

5. OdoacerKingof the Heritli. 

6. Gnndebaldtu King of the Burgundians. 

7. Alboinm King of the Lombards. 

8. The King of thc French, Pipin,and Charles the Great his 
Son, the firft Empcrour of thc Germans, who with his French 
and German Souldiers made a moft complete conqueft of all 
Italy. 

9. Mahomet 11 j. King of thc Saracens who conquered Na- 
ples and fired the very Suburbs of Rome. 

10. Mahomet thegreat,K\n%of thc Turks who took Otranto 
and frightned thc people otRome out of thcirHabitations,fo that 
the City was left naked and dcfolate, fome of thefc Kings inva- 
ded the Country of Rome feveral times, as the BnrgHndiant 
twice invaded Italy. 

So the Gothes took Rome twice, yet their King Theodorkm is 
not to be * accounted a different King from Alaricm, becaufe 
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they were both Kings of the Tame blood, of one and the fame 
Nation and People ; the like maybe faid of the French Kings 
and German Emperours, the Succcflbrs or Countrymen of 
Charles the great y for the French and Germans were a.11 one in 
thcdaysofcW/fj^/. Yea toilluftrate the Truth of this Pro- 
phcGe according to the prefent ftate of Italy, fince 'twas ranfack- 
ed by thefe ten Kings and fince the fall of moft of their King- 
domes and Power in Italy, 'tis again ordered by Divine Pro- 
vidence, that Italy is divided into ten States and Principalities, 
no more nor leffe, as 

i. TheKingdomcof Naples. 

2. ThcPopcdomeof^Jw*. 

3. The Commonwealth of Venice. 

4. TheDukedomeof Florence. 

5. The Dukcdome of Millain. 

6. TheDukedomeof Mantua. 

7. TheDukedomeof Vrbine. 

8. The Vrincipate of Parma. 

9. The State of Genoa. 

10. The State of Luca. 

4thly. No other City had [even forts of Kings, or feven form 
cf Governments, whereof five before St. Johns time were fallen, 
the fixth then was, and the feventh was to come fliortly, but 
Romeon\y, 

1. The Romulean Kings. 

2. Con fuls. 

3. Decemviri. 

4. Triumviri. 

5. Dittatours. 

0, Pagan Emperours. 

7. Chriftian or Conftantinopolitan Emperours. I know that the 
feventh King of Rome is commonly reputed the Pope, but that 
contradicts all Rcafon and Hiftory of times. 

1. For FirftSt. John fayes cxprefly that when the feventh 
King comes, he (hall continue but a very Jhort time, Rev.1j.10. 
but the Pope of Rome has been accounted fupream Head of the 
Church above a 1000 years, and has claimed his Temporal po- 
wer over all Kings and Princes above 600 years, and has been 
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King or Lord of Rome above 800 years* 
z.The feventh King mufl: be the next to the fixth King of Rome, 
but the next to the fixth in St. Johns dayes, was Conftamine the 
Great, he continued but a (hort fpace at Rome, but removed to 
Conftantinople, and at his death divided the whole Roman Em- 
pire into three parts between his three fons. 

To his eldeft fon Conftamine he gave Germany, France, 
Spain, Br it tain, &c. His fecond fon Conftans. he made Em- 
perour of Rome, ' Illyricum, Africa, &c. His third fon Con- 
ftantitts was Emperour of Conftantinople and the Eaft. 

Upon the death of the two Elder fons, his youngeftfon, the 
Conftantinopolitan Emperour was again Emperour of Rome, 
and all its former Dominions. 

Neither did this Union laft long, for within 50 years Theodofi- 
w the great divided the whole Empire again the fecond time, 
between his two fons, to Arcadiut the eldeft he gave Conftan- 
tinople and the Eaft, to Bonorim the youngeft he gave Rome and 
the Weft. After the death of eleven Weftern Emperours, the 
Empire of Rome was again the third time devolved on the Con- 
ftantinopolitan, as the right Heir apparent, who fet up-Gk**/** 
at Ravenna to keep Italy in peace and order, and Rome was 
turned into a fubordinateD«Wowf, and when thefe Exarkj of 
Ravenna were conquered by the Lombards, then the Pope by 
palpable Rebellion and Ufurpation made himfclf King of Rome ; 
yea Alaricus King of the Gothes, Genfericus King of the Tan- 
dais, Odoacer King of the Hexuli, &c. were Kings of Rome 
before the Pope. So that the Pope is more likely to be the feven- 
tcenth King of Rome than the feventh. 

3. Conftamine the great mufl be the feventh King of Rome, 
becaufc he was one of a different Religion,and alfo an Emperour 
of a different Place from the fixth King in St. Johns dayes, yea 
this Conftamine the great may paffe for the feventh and Eighth, 
for a double and finglc Emperour too, he may paffe for the 
haft, that was, is not, M&yetU, at whom the World fo much 
wondred,2e*iM7. 8. 1 1. for he was firft for a (mall time King of 
Rome, after he had creeled another Imperial Seat, viz.. Con- 
ftantinople, it might have been faid of him, he is not King of 
Rome* but ofan higher place for onwis denominate fit aprejlan- 
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tton, andyetv, becaufc he had as much power and command 
over Rome, as any before. Now fince 'tis faid there are but 
[even Kings of Rome, and yet an eighth is mentioned, there 
fore thofe words [he is the eighth-, and is of the feventh R ev 
17. it.] may be interpreted one of the feven, or the fame with 
the feventh, as Con ft ant in e was. 

The Heathens wondrcd at the fecming folly and madnefs of 
Conftantine the Great, in forfaking Rome, whereas Cmmllut 
was highly extolled for his wif.lom in firing down to the ground 
the Town Fey, left theconvcnicncicsand pleafantnefsof Vt\i 
fhould tempt the Romans to leave their Antient Seat, thcCV/v 
Rome. • ' 

If this interpretation pleafenot, the Roman Hifiory informs 
us, that there was an eighth King of Rome, which was alimk 
part or member of the feven former, there were but feven com- 
pletc,total l,univcrfal Kings of Rome, but yet at lad there was a 
parttal half or IVcftern Emperour, Thus upon the firft divifion 
of the empire by Conftantine the Great, there was an eighth ox 
partial Emperour Conftans, upon the re-union of the Empire 
he u not, upon the fecond divifion by Theodo/ius, he is again' 
Hononmand his Succeflbrs in whofe time the great City Rom 
was to the wonder of the world Conquered by thofe puny in- 
confiderable Nations of the Gothes and Vandals &c 

Con famine the Great muft needs be the fevemh kin, of Rom 
becaufc he governed by different Laws.and made a greater akc. 
ration in the Roman Empire than cither the Confab, Decemviri 
v nUm Z'Z% 9^'^didattheirchangingofthc Government 
Yea all Hiftonans and Chronologcrs make a new &ra epoch* 
and date •in their computation of time at the reign of Conslan- 
tint the Great and there is this nood reafon for it, becaufc then 
the number of the Beasl was fulfilled,**/. 13.18,0 JudtlZ 

the beast, or the number of lm name. Here is Wifdom, let him 
that has under Standing cunt the number of the beak for it is the 
IZZf" tfl Z" a " d t i$ *"»*<™xlr. The meaning of wh eh 
Prophcfic is, that when Forty two Emperours mould have finifh- 
edthc.rreigninW then the number of Heathen EmperZs 
mould be accomplished, the perfection fhould ccafc, and \ Ba- 
bylon 
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Mtfftihould fall, as may be clearly inferred from the Chapters 
immediately following, Rev. 14. 3. 6. 8. Rev. 15. 23. 

For the clearing this myftery, thefe propofitions mud be de- 
monftrated. 

1. That the number of the beatt is not 666 but 42 only. 

2. That there were 42 Emperours of Rome^nd but 42 before 

it fell. 

3. In the Reign of the 43th Empcrour, Rome fell, the perse- 
cution ceafcd,and Christians had joy. 

1. That the number of the bcaft is not 666. but 42 only. 
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For to interpret the number 666 is to contradict all experience 
and Hiltory of the timcs,in the year 607 the Pope arofe,and in the 
year 622 Mahomet. .but in the year 666 thercwas no remarkable 
accident throughout the worjd, and no mans name could ever 
as yet be found out to cxpreflTe this number; 'tis an antient Tra- 
dition in the Church, that the word ha%v&- doth fignifie this 
number, but the only true meaning thereof is this,that thebeaft, 
which St. John prophecyeth of is a Latine i.e.a Romanov Italian; 
butitdothnotdetcrminc,whcthcr it be the Latine Emperour or 
the Latine Pope. The Christian Empcrour of Rome was a La- 
tine, as well as the Pag in, and the good old Bifhops of Rome 
Were Latincsas well as the Pope. 

Neither can it be proved that there were 666 perfons,no more 
nor le(Ic,Govcrnoursof Rome, from the very firft foundation 
thereof to its final deftruclion. It muft be confefled that the nu- 
meral letters %?s- do fignifie according to the Greeks ordinary 
wayof numbering 666. But thus every fool might count the num- 
ber, and there is no myftery or difficulty in this interpretation, 
but St. John fayes , it requires extraordinary wifdom, a rare un- 
der/landing to count this number, Rev. 13.19. eritmihi magmt* 
Apollo, that does it. Now the Greeks have a way of numbring 
fometimes by their letters contrary to, and diverfe from the 
common way of numbring, as appears by Homers intituling his 

firft 



firft book*, his ninth book /, his tenths his eleventh a, his 
twelfth (/., &c. whereas according to the Greeks ordinary way 
of numbring/ fignifics 10, k 20, a 30, jw 40. thus Adrians 
Amerotius obferves, that fometimes among the Greeks the 
firft letter* (lands for one, and the twenty fourth letter « for 
24, for that the two and twentieth letter in the Greek Alpha- 
bet x may ftand for 22, and the fourteenth letter k for 14 as 
Homer names his two and twentieth and fourteenth book 
and ? is the ufual figure of 6 as for Example. ' 
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A comparifon between the mineral figures of Homers books 
and the chapters ofGenefisot St. Mathew, &c. will mo(t clearly 
evidence the Truth of this myftery, for the 22th. and the 14th. 
chptcrs of Gene/is, and St. Matthew arcentituled x c and /«^ but 
22th. and 14th. books of Homer arc ^ and £. 

The number, the »*w*, and the mark^of the beafi are all men- 
tioned together, Rev. 13. 17. 18. Thebcaftis the Roman Empc- 
rour, for fo in Daniel, the Ajfyrian, Perfian, and GV«Jt Em- 
pires are called and compared to Bcafts. The markjofthe Beafi 
arethofe Idols he fetup to be worfliipped, fo ^paw«tfignifies; 
Act. 1 7. 29. whofoever would not own the name of a Roman 
Sitbjett, nor worfliip his Idols mould neither buy nor fell, *. e. 
have neither Life nor Liberty. Therefore the number of the 
beafhmufk be the number of thofc Emperours, that mould up- 
hold the Idolatry and perfection of Rome. The number of 
thebeaft is faid to be the number of a man, and that mans num- 
ber is xH? «. e. that man, who mail be the forty fecond Empe- 
rour of Rome, (hall be laft of the Idolatrous perjecuting Emperours, 
and this the event proves true, and all Divines fay, that Pro- 
f he fits ought to be interpreted according to the event. 

2. The fecond Propfition to be demonftratcd, is, that there 

were 42 and but 4.Z Emperours who reigned over Rome, before 

it fell, during the reign of 42 Emperours, Heathens bare the 

* fway, 
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fway, but afterward the Empire of the World fell into the 
hands of Chriftians, this muft be proved by an authentick Cata- 
logue of the Roman Emperours, 



Julius C&far. 

Olfav'tHi AuguftHt, 

Tiberim. 

Caligula* 

Claudius. 

Doinitius. 

Sulpitius Galba. . 

Silvius Otbo. 

Vitellins. 

Flavius Vefpatittnui, 

Turn Vefpatianus. 

VomitiatiHt. 

Nerva Concius. 

7(a)anm. 

Adfianus. 

Antoninus Pius. 

Antonius Philofopbut: 

Amtlius Commodus. 

Antoninus Commodus> 

Ptrtinax. 

Didius Julianus. 

Septimiusfeverus. 

BafJianutCaracalla. 



Opilius Macrims. 

Heliogabulus. 

Alexander feverus* 

Jul, Maximinus, 

Gordianus. 

Pbilippus Arabs- 

Decius. 

G alius Hofliliams* . - 

SB mill anus Mamus. 

Valerianus. 

Galliems. 

Flavius Claudius.' 

Quint ilius. 

Valentius Aurelianus* 

Annius Tacitus. 

Florianus. 

Valerius probus, 

Catus. 

Dioclefianus. 

ConfiantiusCblorus. 

Confiantinus M. 

See Heylins Geography in the 
Margin. 



Againfl: this Catalogue of Roman Emperours, fome object,' 
that there were not fo many, before Rome fell. 

I Anfwer, the Modern Hiftorians make no mention of Quin- 
tilitis and Florianus, becaufe the one reigned but 17 days, and 
the other not a month. But Quintilim was brother and Heir 
apparent to Flavius Claudius, and fo was Florianus to Annius 
Tacitus, and both were elected Emperours by the confent of the 
Senate as faith Vopifcus. 

2. Object. Others mention many more Emperours than 
thefe, I Anfwer, there were many more ufurpers of, and com- 
petitors for the Empire, without the confent of the Senate, but 
yet there was but one chief prevailing Emperour, fo there were 
many Co-Emperours, and AJfociatcs in the Government, y«t 
they are to be accounted but for one Head or Govcrnour of 
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Some j even as thofc many men in a Senate or Parliament make 
but one Senate or Parliament. 

3. Object. Others fay, there were Chriftian Emperours of 
Rome before Conftamine the Great, as Phtlippus Arabs and 
Chlorus. I Anfwcr, if Philippus Arabs was Baptized, 'twas 
bntinfecret, fohewasbut only a A'uodemian Christian, and 
Chlorus was only a great favourer of Ciiriftians,but none were 
publick Profeflburs and eftablifhcrs of Chriltianity , before 
Conftamine the Great. 

4. Object. There were Perfections after the death of Con- 
ftamine the Great, and that Homes Pagan Idolatry revived in ihc 
reign oi Julian the Apoftate.l Ant\vcr,]nlian was a born,bred and 
profefled Chriftian at firft.but afterward turned Apoftatc, and his 
one fhort perfection wasbutasa mort ftonn in the Summer 
which docs not argue it therefore Winter : that was butthelaft 
effort of dying Babylon, whichhad received her mortal Wound 
fromC on flan tine the GVfrff.Some Chriftians alfo have perfecu ted 
other Chriftians fincc, but thewhok: race of Pagan Emptr -ours 
was then ended, and thcAntient Chriftians in Julians time did 
comfort one another with this cordial, that 'twas but a little 
Cloud or Temped which would foon vanifh away, even as there 
vtcrefomc lucidaintervalla, many times of tranquillity and re- 
frefhment to the Chriftians, before the number of Pagan perfecu- 
ting Emperours was fulfilled. 

3.. And now I proceed to demonftratc the third propofition 
that after that 42 Emperours had reigned in Rome, the number of 
the beast was accomplished, and Babylon fell. 

1. For the 43 Emperour of Rome ,Con Bam ine the an,'t,\v*s a 
profefled Chriftian, and the firft fubvertcr of the Roman En^re; 
for in his reign the Idolatrous Religion of Rome was fupprcud, 
the Gofpcl had its liberty to be pr«ached to,and heard of all Ni- 
trons, the Heathenifh Pricfts were difplaccd,andothci Civil and 
Military Officers were difcountcnanccd, the whole race of Pa- 
gan Emperours were cxtincl,and the perfecting power of Rome 
was taken away. 

2. Conftamine the Great degraded Rome from being the Em- 
?/ e Jr™ thc World, and made her fall down as an inferiour 
iiibjcct to a fuperiour imperial City Qon(laminople, whether 
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hctranfportcdmoftof Romes magnificent antiquities andmo.t 
fplendUl Ornaments. 

3. He removed the Legions and Colonies of Roman Soldiers 
out. f the North and Welt, into the Eaft^ to fight againlt thc ' 
Pcrjiaur, &c. whereupon followed a moil; dreadful inundation 
of thc babarous Nations over all Italy. 

4. He abrogated thc old Roman Laws, called lex Julia and 
Pap'ia, containing great commands and priviledgcs of a married 
life, and zcaloufly promoted and encouraged a Monaftical and 
uimarried slate among Chriftians, whereby the Roman Em- 
pire was fo enfeebled andweakned through want of procreation 
of Children, that it had notSouldicrs enough to encounter thc 
mighty Armies of thc barbarous Nations. 

5. He disbanded thc Prttorian Order (for their frequent exor- 
bitances and rebellions) which were the chcif Guardians and 
fupportcrs of thc Roman Emperours, as thc Janizaries are of 
the great Turk. 

6. He divided at his death thc Roman Empire between his 
three fons into three parts. 

2. The number of the beafl is firft mentioned in the 2 lafc 
vcrfesof thc 13 chapter of thc Revelation, and in thc2dverfc 
ofthci4<.lnptcr, and no where elfe, and immediately follows 
the great joy, bl. fling, and thankfgiving of thofc Chrifti- 
ans that had overcome the number of thc beaft, i.e. thofc that 
furvived and continued Chriftians, after that the number of 42 
Emperours had reigned in Rome. 

Yea they fang thc famc/wif of Mofes for their deliverance 
from thc Babylomf) beaft, which thc Ifraclites didfing for their 
deliverance from the Egyptian Pharaoh at the red Sea, Rev. 14. 
2. 3.4. Rev. 15. 23. 

Now all Eccleftaftical Hiftory (hews-, thit thc firft and great- 
eft rejoycing of Chriftians was in thc reign of Conftamine the 
Great. Yea this their praifing and thanksgiving can be applycd 
to no other time what ever \ for thc other falls of Babylon after- 
ward by the Gothes, Vandals, &c. werecaufesnotof joy but of 
greif and lamentation to Chriftians, at that time thc only inhabi- 
tants of Rome. 

And now fmcc wc have proved that Conftamine was thc ruincr 
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of that famous andAnticnt Empire of R^, and dice for fo 
doing he is fo much reproached and condemned by \ulhn Zo?i 
ES n ? othc A ts >"™™™ Chr.ftians to vindicate* 1 and juftific 
thatholyandwif e Empcrour,from whom all Chriftendoi, h s 
received fo much good > therefore firft, Conftannne the Orel) 
ough not to be blamed for rel inquiring Rome, thatantientlm 
penal Seat, bccaufchcafted only accordmg to Divine ffi™. 
on,ond thci»//, ? ff ^dcommandof Heaven horn God had com- 
mandcdall Christians to come out of Babylon,Rev. 18.4. Whc- 
^St.^ ordered and appointed Rome tobcthc^,W„ 
t?rl X I ' M i the Bi ' ho P th ««>f tobefupreamheadof 
theChurch, cannot be proved out of Scripture; but thisis cer- 
tain,that St. John after St. Peters death by Divine Rcve a on 
from Heaven exprefly commands all Chrift!ans,both Empcrou? 
Bifhops and people of Rome locally to depart out of the accur- 
fcdC.ty, for Godwasrefolvedon the utter ruinc of thatldo-. 
ZT^T 8 abo ™ nab , lc P la <*, and to make itanhabt 
Hon of Owls, Satyres, Devils and unclean Bea/tsR™ 182 

to 24. ' "• *'• 

• 2 '- rt T, T t r ft r ° ng Bullw " k "3™* the Perfuws and other Em. 
mesm theEaft wasneceffary for thcuphold.ngtheR^l 
f ,r, and that the Eaftcrn part thereof was thebeft and r heft 
andthattherefore 'twas moft fit to defend that before tic poor* 
Barbarous Weft, no rational man can deny: And that ColfZ 
'T ^?; f 1' chofco , utth u e »"oftconvenient place throughou the 
whole World to make the Imperial Seat, viz.. ConftwiwU 
all Cof-mographers and Travellers will jufcifie " y '* w "^ / '> 
3. Hewasasdifcreer, wife and valiant, as temperate, fo- 
ber, and un.vcrfal y vcrtuous, as indnftrious, viaoHous and as 
careful for the pubhek good as any of the former Ge/„ " but ho 
could not reclaim the ,r M men of Rome from wormippinn 
their ancient IdoIs,and therefore refolvcs tobuild a City oK 
Chriftrans, wherein God mould beworfliippedinosHeffi 
ry frecdome and -puncy as he was in old UmMm S 6 

In mort,thc decree in Heaven againft R^,,was paft ; andfhe 
defcrved utter dcftruclion, in jufticefhc ought tobe hated n5 
abhorred, and plagued by the Univerfe, becaufc (he had fo c m 
clly perfected the Saints, and Tyrannized ovenhcNatbns 0} 
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the Earth fo long, without all mercy and meafure, Rev. 18. £ 
6.7. and it ought to be no more our wonder that the ant tent 
City and Empire of Rome mould have a fall, than thatthofean- 
ticnt and great Cities of Nineveh and the Eaftem Babylon, thofe 
mighty and famous Empires of Ajfyria, Pcrfia, and Greece 
(hould come to the like (hameful end. Yea many of the barba- 
rous Nations (as jornaudes affirms) did proteft, that they were 
fentby God, and had commands and Revelations from Heaven 
to deftroy Rome, 'twas not without fome entraordinary rea- 
fon, \\ial Attila King of the Hunnes ftyled himfclf the fcourge 
of God to la(h the whore of Babylon for all her abominations. 

To conclude my former argument, all the Prophecyes that 
follow in the 14 and 1 5 chapters of the Revelation immediately 
after the firft mention of the number of the beaft in Rev. 13. 
18. 19. were fulfilled in the reign of Conftantine the great, and 
therefore the number of the beaft was then expired. For my part 
I look upon the Revelation of St. Jafc»,not only as a Canonical 
book, but alfo a great honour to, and a clear conviction of the 
Truth of the Chriftian Religion,againft Atheifts and Infidels; as 
Daniels prophefte of the rife and fall of the AJfyrian, Per/tan, 
and Greek Monarchies was to Alexander M. and others that 
read it, a conviction of the excellency of the ]ewijh Religion, for 
thcTeftimony of ]ejus is the fpirit of prophe/ie. 

And if you compare the Revelation with the Hiftory of the de- 
cay and ruine of the Roman and Conftantinopolitan E*>pires,yo\i 
may find every word thereof exactly fulfilled, only allowing 
fome Hyperbolical expreffwns, which all Rhetoricians count 
lawful. 

Jefus him felf foretold the deftruftion of the famous City of 
the Jews, ]ernfalem j and after that was performed by Titus 
Vefpatian t Jefus reveals to St. ]obn (in the very next Empcrours 
reign, Domitian, who fent St. John into Patmos. ) 1. the de- 
ftrHttion of Rome, The moft famous City of the Heathens. 2. 
He Prophefics of the RefnrreHionofChriftians,<>\3t of their poor, 
low,perfecuted condition to great Riches andHonour, Rev. 20. 
3. That the Empire and Government of the World'ftiould Short- 
ly fall into the handsofChriftians,fo as they (hould reign,rule and 
get the upper hand and Dominion over thofe Heathens, that had 
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To cruelly and inhumanely perfecuted anddominecr'-d over them 
fo long before, Rev. 20. 2,3,4, 5,6. 4- 'Tis farther prrphefyed 
that this Empire rcigning,and fitch Monarchy ofChriltians (hould 
continue a 1000 years. 5. That after a 1000 years rcigninc 
Gog Magog (hould mike war againfr,and overcome thcSu'nts 
Rev. 20. 7.8. Now that St Johns Revelation is to be expound' 
cd as a Rhetorical Propbcfie, or Prophetical Hiftory of the future 
ftatc of Rome, Chri ft endowed Tnrky,\ (hall now demonftrate 
by the event. The Empire of Chriftendom began in Con famine 
the great, and ended in Qonft am inns Pakologus.Gog Alaoon i? the 
• Tttrl^ who came out ofTartary or Scythia the Countrcy'of Ma- 
£0f,and after theioco years of Chriftiansrcigning were expired 
i fay,about the next age, the Turks conquered the beloved and 
imperial City of Chriftendom, Conftantinople,whichtheprimi. 
tivcChriftiansbuiltonpurpofefor their Chriftian Empcrourto 
reign in, out of their detcftation of Idolatrous bloodyRome, An 
3io.Conftantinc the grcat,the firft Chriftian Empcrour, began his 
reign: An. 1 300 thechcif Family of the Turks, thv Ogittian or 
Ottoman 'tine, began their Suit any at Sagnta, and their war a- 
gainft the Chriftians. An. 315 Conftantmople the Imperial Ci- 
ty .ofChriftcndome was builr.An. 1452 'Twas totally conquered 
by the T/irkj-, Conftantinoplc indeed was beficged and much en- 
damaged by the Scythians in the reign of Anaftatitis, and again 
by the Saracens in the dayes of Leo lfaitrns, the Latines alfo 
poflcflcd the ImpcrialThronc thereof 6oycars,but thcLitinc£i»- 
feroms were Chriftians,as well as thcGrecks,r.nd were not Ma- 
gogs off-fpring, but Conftantinoplc was never takcn,and the Em- 
pcrour thereof totally ovcrcomc,butby the Turk* under Mabo- 
wet thegreat,hn.i4.$zSo that the Chriftians held the chcifCity of 
the world about 1 1 30 years. The ]cwifli and Chriftian Prophets, 
took no notice of the petty Empire of Germany, of thofc (mall 
Kingdoms of England,France,ot S pain,8i c. but chcifly Prophcfi. 
cdof thcgr.tnd Monarchies of the \Vorld,znd theyarcfix, 1. The 
u4jj) rian,2. Per/ian^.Gree^.Roman, 5 .The Empire o/Chri ftcn- 
dom or Conftantinopolitan,and 6 the Empire of Gog Magog the 
Turgor Tartarian. Gog Magog now floiirimcs more than all the 
Sons of Noabbctidcs. For not only Tartary and Turkey is npw in 
Gog Magogs poflefllon but alfo thofc vaftEmpires of Perjia and 
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(?/»'«<* have been conquered by him. Yea the great Mogul reckons himfclf 
the iotb.from that molt wo dcrful conquerour of the Eai\, Tamer lain a 
Tartarian.lihcgreat Titrkj<\\fo has gotten a large footing in ^Venetian 
and GVrw.-iwDominions^ there is a firm League made between the Em- 
pcrour of Turk} 1 & the great Cham of Tartary that the Qxcat Cham of far- 
tary (hall aid the Turk with 60000 Souldicr; on all occafions, and if the 
male line of the Ottomans fail, the Cham of Tartary Avail be Empcrour of 
Turky .UndcrCc^ Magog Chri.tians now fuller a fecond death,/'.?. oppre- 
on, perfect! tion and mil'ery, as their firft death was under the Heathen 
Romans. How long Gog Magog (hall profper we can't determine, but 
we have Proprieties that hcallothall bedcltroycd, St. ]ohn fayes, fire 
from Heaven (foil devour him, Rev. 20. 9. and then Chriftians may ex- 
pert a fecond Rcfurrcclion and reigning, after which there mall be no 
third death, Rev. 20. 1 3. and more glorious times may be hoped for 
hereafter, than ever Chriftians enjoyed before, Rev. 21. and 22. chap. 
forCbrifs Kingdom is anuniverfal Kingdomc,and of his Dominion 
there fliall be no end, Dan. 7. 27. And to me it feems ftrangc that this 
Propbecybc\x\goi fiich great concernment to Chriftians andTitrhj, that 
neither of them fhould urdcrftand or take more notice of it before. 

1. From what hath been faid, hence I inferre that the Chiliafts opini- 
on is both vain and erroneous, for the firft Rcfurrcclion of Chriftians and 
their Millennium of rcigning,is pall long ago; becaufc Gog M.igog is 
already co.nc,andycthe was not to com;: till the Chri lians'had reigned 
a 1000 years, andno Hi'tory records, no cyeevcr faw, no ca-r ever 
heard, that any of the Chriftian Saints and Martyrs bodies rofc out of 
their Graves and lived on earth again, or that the body of Chriftdc- 
feended from Heaven to reign on a Throne on Earth. Therefore the firft 
Refnrrellion of the Saints muft. be interpreted according to the fence of 
that RefurrecTion promifedto the Jews, Ez-ck, 37. 1. to 15. where the 
Ifraclitcsbcinginanhopclcfle diftrcfTcd condition arc compared todry 
bones without life, but God promifes to bring them out of their Graves, 
and to put his fpirit into them, and make them live again, and become a 
great Army,and return into the Land of Jfrael. Now noncof thofc Jews 
that were (lain, dyed, and were buried in Graves in Babylon, ever lived 
again or returned to thcLand of Jfrael,but only their pofterity or furviv- 
ing brethren. A defperate,belple([e,di(lrcffed condition is called in Scripture 
death, Exod. 10. 17. Pfaln 88. 3, 4, 5. 2 Cor. 11.23. therefore the 
firft Refnrrellion of Chriftians muft be their firft deliverance from the 
Heathens Pcrfccution,and opprefTion, and banilhment in the reign of 
Conftantine the Great, who was the firft lifter up of the Heads and 
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Hearts of Chriftians,who made Chriftians Governors of CUies,Gcncrals 
of Armies, and Priefts of Churches; In the firfl four Monarchies of the 
World, Heathen Kings and Pricfts bore the fway,but under the fifth Mo- 
narchy the Saints poflcflcd the Kingdom,and held the Government of the 
chief places of the World ituhcir own hands above a iooo years. 

2. Hence I inferre that that Babylon which St. John Prophcfied againft 
is fallen above a iooo years ago,for firfl: Gog Magog is comc,and he was 
not to come till Chriitians had reigned a iooo years,and 'twas impoffi- 
ble for Chriftians to rife and reign,till Baby Ion slower was fallen. 

2.Aboutrf«.3i5.whcnConftantinc the great fet the Imperial Grown 
onByaantium,thcn was Rome degradcd,about anno. 410. Rome wasmofc 
ruinoufiy fackcd,and fired down to the ground by the Gothes, & again an, 
45 5. by the fandals^ndas thcChaldean Babylon was faid to be fallen, 
when 'twas taken and its Empire was tranllatcdto the Perftans by the 
grand Cyrus, although that Babylon continues ftill a famous City called 
Bagdet; fo though Rome be yet a great City yet (he has been often made 
defolatc and naked, for her feven Heads have been cut of long ago,and 
her Empire quite gave up theGhoft upon the death of Auguftulus,be(orc 
anno 500. vea thofe ten ltrangc Kings which mould bethedcftruclionof 
Rome, moft of their names and Kingdoms arc utterly perifhed: laftly 
thefalling away of the Nations from the Roman Empire is pad, 2 Theft. 
2, ?,4.and began about Anno 365 ;about which time was a mod ominous, 
prodigious Earthquakc,and the water fwelled higher then the houfes and 
Mountains ; then and (hortly after happened the dreadful inundation of 
Barbarotu Nations over the Roman Empire^ Gothes, Httnns, Vandals, 
Almaines, Qgades , Pills., Scots, Saxons, Heruli, Alani, Lombards, 
Franks, &c. over-run like fwarms of Locufts all Romes Territories. 
Yea if you interpret St. Pauls falling away of Chriftians of falling 
from the ¥ail\\,Afahomet obferved and affirms that in his time there was 
the greateft Apoftacy of Chriftians into Uerefie, Idolatry, and Pro- 
fhanenefs, more fattions And divifions than ever were known before; 
and pretends this to be the grand reafon that moved him to makcaww 
model of Religion, to unite all men of all Religions and humours whar- 
tver,underhis Banner. Inftiort Anticbrift that man of fin, is already 
revealed, the Roman Emptrour, that hindred his coming, is fallen long 
ago, therefore the grand falling away in 2 Theft. 2. 3,4. is already paft. 

Some fay Pagan Rome is fallen, but not Chriftian Rome. I Anfwer, 
Rome Was never taken and deftroyed fincc St. Johns dayes, but when 
'twas totally Chriftian : and.this is the great wonder why thofe Plagues 
and Woes denounced againft Rome for her Idolatry, perfecutions,and 
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other wickedneffc8,«hou!d fall upon the Heads of Chriftians?tO tffiich I 
nnfwcr thatat thedeftruaionof Romc,.thereafon why the Chilians 
X thconly inhabitants thercof,)fufTcrcd fomuch,was their own fault; 
; her ihcirinnorancc of ihcProphccyor their unwillingnels to leave their 
n dHabitat.on ,for they wcreall commanded by God tocail) tto depart out 
TfBabvlonlclt they mould be partakers of their punilhmcnts, Rcv.18.4. 
if Lor hadnotrunoutofS^w,he had been burnt with the Sodomites; 
f Tobias had not left Nimvcb, as his Father Tobit commanded him, he 
Lit hive fuffcred w ith the Ninivites. Thus a voice from Heaven warn- 
S he Chriftians to fly outof befieged Jen.falem to Pellaj. c.to Greece 
the Country of the Juvenis PelUtu, Alexander M. where God intend- 
Shto fet up an Empire of Chriftians: therefore all the Chriftians in 
Romemouldhave fled outof that accurfed place, with their Emperour 
Confine the great; for God was rcfolvcd to revenge on her all the 
blood of his Saints, and with Fire and Sword utterly to bring her to 
ocrpetual dcfolation, Therefore we may better diitmguifti between 
LcVM/Rome, and Papal Rome; Imperial Rome both Pagan and 
Chriftian is fallci totally, but Papal is not; yet the Pope though he 
continues ftill a mighty Prince, yet he a fo has received a dreadful 
wound by Luther, Calvin, and Cranmer, &c. ... ... 

V Hence 1 inferre that St. John did not primarily and intentionally 
dircft his Prophecy againft the Pope and Papal Rome, but againft Im- 
P crial and Pagan Rome, for St. John fays, Rev. 1 . and «.».th.t he Pro- 
n hefics of things that mui\ Jhmly come to pafle, and now tis about 1 5 oa 
y P fince St. Johns writting, and yet the Pope continues in great Po- 
we at d not likely to fall totally,as yet. 2. PapalRowe rtands not upon 
THifl ibut fincc 'twasburnt by the Gothes andr*«Wi,tw new built on 
III W Mnrttus, nearer the River T,bris s fo that Papal Rome is a new 
diflfc£nt City from oldRome in St. John dayes, neither is the Pope one of 
i he 7 H cad of R*->t one that cut off her Head.But yet thtChawtlet 
of tic Whore of Babyon & the Beaft that (he tides on,may reoondarily by 
Say ofnmilitude and Analogy be applycd ^f^Z^Xl 
even as whatfocver was written to the Jewrfh and Apoftol.cal Churches 
primarLintcntionally, and direclly, was alfo written for our inftrudi- 
on wonwbom the ends of the World are come 

And if 'P*p*l lW.be guilty of the fame fins and w.ckedneft, that 
?Z ffuiT reproved fo 8 r in Scripture, then (he muft expert to par* 
take of the fame Plagues and punimments; yea tis already vtfibte, that 
TheN tionsa'einpfrtalread'y fallen ™Y^ 'VMM 
formerly from the old Rmm Mmfirm, $kf Z«&h **"> l»h »"«* 
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panes, Swedes, with a great part of Germany and France, are revolted 
from the Popes prifditUon and Religion. The Pope looks juft like Z 
Emperours Ape, for as the Empcrours of Eailcrn and Wei tern /?1 ! 
were infambly Covetous and Ambitious to graip all the Kingdoms of 
the Earth into their fills, to the Popes of Rom challenge u.uvcVa ! n 
fupreme power over all Churches and Nations in Chrillcndomc- and 
as they were the chief promoters and Patrons of Idolatries, a,d , no »? 
cruel perfecutorsof thole Saints, that refilled to Worlhip their IdoV 
{bare the iW And this is the only difference between the 1>J* 
***«»'> and the Papal Romans, *Y\^ \\'ox[h m ^dcadl-Jca,bcjZ 
Mars,Ap Uo,renM,Mintrv*,1\v:te worfhip dead Chrifiians a, thcA> 
gtn Mary, St. Peter and other Saints; they made to thcmfclvcs and 
prayed to mages of Cod, thcfciWo,/ Holy Men audWon.en, fofor 
their perfccutiovs there is this difference, the Heathens perfected all 
Chriilians in general, but the Pope in the general is a Chrhtian,ond onlv 
pcrfccutcs Tome particular Chriaians, that arc oppollte to his particu- 
lar opinions and Factions. Papal Rome is now become a Whore as 
well as old Babylon and has made her fclf and the Kings of the Earth 
drunk w.th the blood of the Saints: her Churches arc full of Idols and 
her Streets of abominable Stews. ">>aiiu 

4- The Character of the Beafl of Babylon cannot be applycd to Ma 
hornet, for Mahomet is no Idolater, neither are any of his Succcfibrs thai 
have efpoufed his Religion, in any probability of conquering the Citv 
oraltcnngthc Religion of Rome. Some fay that Co nfiantino) I e isbu It 
on 7 H,lls, but twas not :fo in St. Johns time, 'twos then butpoorT 
Mmum, neither did it then reign over all the Kings of the Earth nci 
thcr can Confiantinople now be called the great Whore and Mo, he If 
Harlots t as Babylon is called, Rev. 17.4.5. f or the Turk* abhorrcall 
Worfhippmg of, or by Images. 

5. Though the beafi of Babylon be primarily and mod properly the 
Pagan Emperonr of Rome, and though he wasan Antichrifi becaufeof 
a contrary R,l,g.on to Chr.d yet he was not the grand J mrft A,nl 
chnfi for he perfected in the Apofiles dayes, buuhc grand 2tichr.ll 
propheficdof bySt .John, and St. Paul was not to appear till the I (I 
dayes, after the Apoltles death. And 'twas the ufual practice of the nri 
mitivcChnftiansto pray for the continuance of the Roman Empire, 
becanfe they feared worfc times afterwards, under Antichrifi : and 'was 
he g.v^-,1 hchef of the Chr.lli.in Ghurchinall ages, that tnc worft An- 
tickr.il fhould ar.fc upon the fall of the Roman Emperour,xhh opin on is 
, grounded on St. Pauls Prophecy, 2 Thcf z.6, 7 . ? The vyftery^fZyl 
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r» doth already work, only he who now letteth, will let,nntil he be taken out 
■of the way, and then fhall that man of fin be revealed, i. e. there were 
then fome Jons of Belial plotting and contriving in their own braincs a 
new model of Religion in oppofhion to CHriiiianity, Lut the Roman 
Empcrour confidcring how many of his fo ejects were dayly murdered 
for their fidelity ,and constancy in thcChriltian Religion, in pointof pru- 
dence and policy he would not fuffcr another new Religion to be broached 
in his Dominions, as long as he abode in full power ai.d Authority, for 
fear of another mortality of his Subjects, and another oppofitionof his 
own Religion. Since then the Imperial Scepter is departed fiom Rome, 
we may fafely conclude that the grand Amichrifi is come, for the Pa- 
ean, Eafiern and Wefiern Emperours of Rome are all long ago expired j 
as for the German Entperour, he is but of a late extraction, the fucccf- 
four of the French Charles the great, neither has he now any Power or 
Sovereignty over Italy, nor fo much as one Town or Cattle, or one 
Foot of Land in Italy, the Emperours Rodolphm Habfpurgenfis and 
Vincefiatts were the laft, who fold and gave away all their poffeffions 
and right* in Italy. The lot then is fallen between the Pope and Mahomet r 
for they both rofe upon the decay of the Roman Ernperour, and both rofc 
almoft together, the Pope an. 607. and Mahomet an. 622. 

But the belt way to determine this controverfic is to confidcr, to 
whom the definitions, and defcript ions of the grand Antichrifi in facrcd 
Scripture do mot directly and molt properly agree. Now 1. St. 
Johns definition of Antichrifi does properly belong to Mahomet. 1 John 
z 22.23. he is the Antichrifi that denyes the Father and the Son, which 
words imply, that the very effence and chief Character of the grand An- 
tichrifi conrilts in this,™'*,, in denying that God has a Son and in denying 
that Chrifi is the Son of God. Now all Nations(as Plutarch obferved) 
WorfhippedGodby the name of Father, as Jupiter, Marfpiter **rt,g 
rt^meewmjandifyouconfult the fuffrage, and confent of Nations, 
you (hall find it the Creed of the Vniverfe f before Mahomet note) that 
God has a S or). So the Hebrew,an& Chaldeans believed Prov. 30.4. 
Dan. 4. 35. The G recks and Latincs commonly ftyled famous Heroes 
Sons of Jove. 

But Mahomet percciving,that the Chriftian Religion was built on this 
fundamental principle, that Jefm Chrifi was not begot by man but was 
truly the Son of God, and confidcring alfo that he himfelf was but the 
Sonofanteanobfcareman, and left he fhould be forced to acknowledge 
Cfcri/? to be his better and Superiour in birth and worth, he therefore 
(trains all his wit and policy, to undermine this Article of the Cbrittian, 

D Religion 



--- m - 



yu4 



riimh 



^-jj-i-^gg-gi 



-*l 



r22> 



Religion above all others, affirming it impoffible, thrt God fiouldbwe 
a Son without granting a Godde/fe, yea in his Alcoran he not only de- 
li yes Chrifi tube Gods Son, but alfo derides and cenfures Christians, 
as Tritheites and Polytheiflcs for worshipping the facred Trinity. But 
I know no Protellants, that ever accufed the Pope of denying the Trini- 
ty and the Divine Sonlhipof Chrift, neither is it faid that he is Ami- 
chrifi who denies Chrifts Offices, but who denies his Divine Sonlhip, 
or who denies the Father Son and Holy Ghoft. 

2. St. Pauls prophetical defcription of the grand Anticl.rifi moft cx- 
acllybclongs \o Mahomet, zTheff. 2,3,4.,$. I. For Rrlt Mahomet oppo- 
fed and exalted himfelf again fi, and above all that is called God, and wor- 
shipped (i.e. not only all the Idol gods whom the Heathens called Gods 
and worftiipped) but alfo againft Mofcs and Chrift who are called Gods 
in Scripture, Exod.4.. 16. Exod. 7.9. For he magnified and boaftcd 
of himfclf, as n greater Prophet than Mofes and Chrift, and he was the 
only impoftor, that ever had the daring impudence to devife and fct up 
another new Religion in direel oppofition to Chrilts, and all other ways 
of Divine worftiip in the world. 

1. Now that thore words (all that is called God and WorJl)ipped)i\e 
not to be interpreted mshmmi of civil Magiftratcs or Temporal King?, 
nor c,nK\mttTtKa( of Bifhops and Priefts, but faoMywf of objects or elfe 
Modes of Divine WorJIrip, I thus demonitrate-, tirlt the Greek word 
(for all that is Worfliipped) is aiCaf/na,, now the Athenian nMffMTA (for 
which the City is faid tobe^THefiu^jwholy given to Idolatry, and for 
which the people arc faid to be J\t<n<fkitM>vi?i&t too fupcrftitious, or too 
great worfhippcrs of Damons) were not the Areopagites Magiftratcs or 
Priefts of Athens, but thofe Idols whom they worftiipped. Acts ij. 16. 
23.or their manner of adoration, and modes of devotion. 

2. St. Pauls words arc moll plainly paraphrazed by Daniels prophecy 
ttfAntiocbus Epiphancs Ch. 1 1. 36. to 40. He is faid to exalt and mag- 
nify himfelf above every God of the heathens and the God of Gods i. e.thc 
true God of Ifracl,and tofctupawewGW of Mahuzxim to be worfhip- 
pcd,in oppofition to all other Gods, fo did Senacharib, Ifa. 36. 19, 20. 
fo did Ncbucbadne^iAr Dan. 3, 14. to 19. 

3. I know many apply thefe words to the Popes exalting himfclf 
above all Kings and Biftiops in Chriftendome, therefore I (hall prove, 
that Supremacy in Church and State does not formally of it felf argue a 
pcrfon Antichrifl. For as the King of England is in a\l caufes, and over 
oil pcrfons within his dominionsjfuprcam head and Governour» fo was 
Qonftantim the great And Tbeodoftns the Grctt, and many other good 
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■rhriftian Empcrours fupream and Univerfall Governors lover all the 
R,man world So King David and Solomon &c, Had the fupream 
^Ser om ill the prierts\ndprinces inlfrael,yea fometimes alfo it hap- 
S that the High pricft of Ifracl or Judah was fupream over all m 
n Church^ MattathUs, yet none ever had the impu- 

denccor^ 

nut tbepaTan Emperour of Rome the vileft Monller of Mankind did 
mot prouaW and tyrannically exalt himfelf above, and oppofc : all the 
5n«Km«sof\hcEarth%nddcpo^ 

uood Bimo P psand prieilsat his lawlefle plcafure, andther ^Stjaul 
mull d onhefv oi another fort of lawlcfe oppofer and exalt er ofhmfelf^ 
?ainft ffibolc aU that is called God andall wayes of worfliio. Now 
t^beT/wP^* world ever madehimfelf a greater prophctthan 
S^« or^.orbroachedanew religion in contempt and defyance 

doc 5 s formally ofi?fclfdcnom 

then Grwry 7, alias Pope Mdebrand muftbe the fif Anttcbrtfl, al- 
touch XeVc e above 90 Popes of Rome before him from Bomface the 

ioXsPmSiUcbrJd was the firft Pope,that challenged temporal 
fiipiemacy overall princes and kings in Chriftendome about an 1073. 
bKyVn chriftwascomemanyhundrcdyca 
UnnZiFmoire was fallen long before that time, yea and had fuftereda 
^cfXil^M^ Ualy to Grecee,fecondlyfrom Greece to 

cithcrfoakc finitely, outoffclfintcreftand indignation, thattta U»t 
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Home, or he fpake Prophetically, for it may be inferred from c* M • 
ca hng h.m the former ofAn^ichnsl, t^v^ Jl°Z SSSS 

exoeaeH th0f A da , y ; S '- that AwiebriS * Wa * not then c °me, but yTm * y 
expc<fted. And lb it came to parte, for in the Rcion rt f u.J , no,t ' y 

'^Wi^, thefucccLro^^^^ 

Gwwy the hmickrift,\.c. M,k,„„ appeared But ihKkS.lj 

trmlnvWchCr^ fpai tC) that the titled t^l "h^j 

ri„™ , a" ° ru, 'Pcd it before. For twas an innovation inChX 
Government, and a meer temporal donation of the Empcrou T,7 
rtUH, gave itfirftto the Patriarch oiCnfUmmnle Z« L.5 ' 
tt '» g«vc it to the Bilhop of IW. You X„ow dem odTS' 
right it was? Ianfwer, it can't be proved by ttewoJofr^ I ^t 

wtfltuldbVtb 7 " °Yt ^'rf "V<°Z M&^&S 
who Ihould be the greatcft among them. But this I fay, that the P, »,3 
IWrhas had more wit and bcttcHuck to keen whi he ,L „„.. P i j 
.he Patriarch of OnJ*,*^, J % TloV^f fct 

the rieheft, and moft Potent of al" B iZ P cV Some T& 

and Favour in this world, P a „d tfabS^Jy b/poSy ana "Iwer A^H 

And the firfl time the Pope ufurped the tcmnoraU r ordifc.'n „f p 
was when the &,«*«. If rJ„, m w a TX ly oveS v °„ by°S 

Cwt'T P °r A *r *%fi'-ft fets up a new Ernpcrour of the Weft 
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Lands of the exarchate of Ravenna, Vrbine, Ancona, Spoleto &c.toth 
Bifafrici.°f *?***. The Countefle Matilda added Fcrrar* and other 
Lordfhips. And doubtlefle Conft-antine M. and many other good Chrifti- 
ans did long before give large gifts arid revenues to the Bifiops of Rome, 
for that State and Glory they lived inland thofe vaft charges andexpenfes 
they were at, in fending and receiving Embafles to and from all parts of 
Chriltcndomc, could not be maintained without great donations and 
polfeflions. When the French had thus ray fed and promoted the Pope 
to great honour,riches and power, he flood in feare and awe of none but 
ihe Emperours of Germany ; Out of their hands therefore they firft Ex- 
torted the whole power of Jnvcftitures, then by fubtie contrivances for- 
ced them at lall to rclinquifh Italy, and afterwards, perceiving that their 
power and authority would grow ilrongcr by the Emperours weaknes, 
they granted royall prorogatives to the tributary Princes of Germany to 
prevent all future infurrcdionof the Emperours againd the infulting 
tyranny of Papal Rome. Then the Popes growing proud with their a- 
bundance of riches and honour they began to unbijbop thcinfelves, neg- 
lecting religion, and the care of fouls, and to turn altogether States-men 
and Polititians and SoulMcrs for the advancement of thcit worldly wealth 
and pompc, and at lad came to that infolcncc and impudence as to tram- 
ple upon crownes and Scepters, to infult over all Emperours and Kings, 
theworksofthe imperious whorift) woman of Babilon. Thus not vindicat- 
ing in the leall mcafurc the popes wickednefs, we have In id the grand 
Amichrittianifme at Mahomet s dore, and there are rcafons enough and 
enough for our calling offthe Pope, without making him t\\c grand An- 
tichrift. 

2. Antichrift isdcflribcd 2 T/>r/". 2.4. Sitting in the temple ofGod, 
as God,jl)ewi»g himfelf that he is God. Indeed thofe Pagan Emperonr* 
Caligula and Dioclefian cladthemfclvesin filch majcilick glorious ha- 
bits of the heathens Gods, and their images were fetup in the temples 
tobe adored as Gods, but this was before the time of Antichnils appear- 
ing, for the Roman empire was mod potent and flourishing in Dioeleftans 
reigne. and to fit as God, is not to be worfhipped, buttoact like//;*- 
prince ofTyrus^E^eki 2,3, becaufe thy heart is lifted up, and thoit haft faid 
I am God, 1 fit in the feat of God, yet thou art a man and not god,thongh 
thou haft fet thine heart-, as the heart of God, behold thou art wifer thatu 
Daniel &c. 

Thus Alahomet thought himfelf as wife as God, of greater knowledge 
and under (landing than any man, for he pretended to have invented a 
better way of divine worlhip, wifer laws,and a more excellent religion-,. 
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than M*fv or Cjirijtpttfcnbtf. Or a* the primeofTvrus thought hi™ 
fel/mvinciblc, fo Mahomet thought himfelfasrtrnno „„„ ? K ,m " 

««£/>fy, for he undertook to opoofc all m™\.fnii ; ° • 

with as much confidence and commanding authority as ? the n^n A r 
the Lord had fpoken it, and that not privately in by .£,r ni rs buSt? 
Win the open temples that were confecratcd to the ?I c 2 ' 
fort he pretended tobefentby c.4, and invSS^rtCtte } 
c<, «) as ^/o/cj and Chrtfi indeed were- and i* n,»;a» n A . • "v. / 
preached «he Wpcl in theTemplc oi "tie J^^^ n9 \ a ^ 
~< turnes the Chriitian churches into Mofques and SrctaJeShStSd 

"uetrSe : crrd ^ 

Tisobfervablc that the firftfojir monarchies of the earth, were creel 
cd out of the church, by heathens, in Idolatrous olac« h ,r SJ! J 
$*i*pfii<» monarchyl^ to be fet up in Tell h £ \ htffi 
Chriftians And II know fomc from thefc words infer that ^Sffi 
bc^ApoftateChriftian-, tis certain Mahomets father wwTn heaSLn 
and his mother a Jew, and ^iW, was neither rL!r^- I, ' 
infancy, till by Abdallathejew, norL™ '^ 11 bv ^ V? T. f 

wasaGHrtick. Chnfttan, and that he was well verfed in the Scripture 
appeares by his frequent quotations and contradictions the cof, arfd ill 
Saracens ( who received the Christian faith in the reign of the Emnc' 
S° WCrcthcfirft colters to and chiefe p^moterfofffi. 

,l.*Th- Ca ?Ta? CC tZ n J rea A fon rt from p «"l< words to bclcive that Ami- 
tS^^* bean . A P°^ c Chriftian,butthat there mouldbean 
t?ct-l bef0 , rC ° r Up °? £ S C ,°, m,n 2' and that hc «*>«»« refide and rcinn 
T.mnf . n r£*f S ' ,, an tft? uld < cach his w «'cked Dortrine inrhewj 
Rprics Of God as the Mahometans do in the Greek and the other e22 
crn churches, and that he fhould make a (hew as if hc had the ZhoL 

%^S^t % t0 hc thcS " pream La " &ivtr and ■"**-"*- 

3. Tis propheficd, that Antiqhrifts coming (hould be with Great 

power and lying wonders, Nowallkaow, tL Mahomet liadcwaJ 

for his teligiqn, not by convincing rcafon, or power of the Spirit but 

by thepower of the fworda^nd mighty armies, and though he neve pre 

."ndcdtod^nem.r^^ 
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nina tricks and jugling dclufions, for having by his dnmkennefs and 
whoring brought upon himfelf molt greviousEpilcptick fits, to excufe 
the infamy thereof, he told his wife, that the Angel Gabriel appeared 
tohiminfuch majclty, ascaft him into that confirmation and foaming. 

He had alfo trained upayoung Pidgeon to pickPcafc out of hisear, 
which whenhc publiflied his Alcoran, hc pretended was thcHolyGhoft 
fent from Heaven to reveal the mind and will of God tohim. About 
this Pidgeons neck he hanged a piece with this infeription in golden 
letters, he that can put a Yokg on the Bulls neck* let him be King. The 
Bull which Mahomet had tamed long before, hearing his Matters voice 
prefently rumes in amongfl: the People with the Alcoran about his horns, 
and layes his Head in his Matters lap quietly, to be yoked by him, 
which the ignorant people admiring, forthwith proclaimed him King 
and Gods greatcft Prophet, above Mofes and Chrift. 

Aid cftcr his death his body was placed in an iron chefi at Mecca, 
which was drawn up to the top of the vault, and ftill hangs as it were in 
the Air by vcrtucof a great Loadftone placed in the top or roofcofthe 
Fabrick by Art, on pur pofe to delude vulgar apprehenfions. 

He is the grand Antichrift, that has done the greatcft mifchief to 
Chrifls Church and Religion. And the grcatclr. blow, and wound that 
ever Chrittcndom received from any Sectofmen, was from the Sword 
and Alchoran of Mahomet, for his Religion and Armies have over-run 
almoftall^/wand^/Wcaandagrcat part of Europe, and that which is 
molt to be lamented, is,that all thofe famous places of ChriflsBirth,Life 
and Death, Jerufaleman&aWjudta, yea all thofe renowned Churches 
to whom the Apoitlcs dedicated all their Epiltlcs, as Corinth, Galatia 7 
Ephefiu, Philippi, Colojfe, Creete, Theffdonica , &c. ( except the 
Church of Rome) are all (laves and Apollatcs to Mahomet, yea all 
Evypt, AJfyria, Perfia, India, Arabia, Bdrbary, Greece, &c. arc 
now under the Antichriftian yoke. 

And what though Mahometans commend Chrifl: as a good man and 
true Prophct,yct Mahomet is extolled as a better and greater Prophet 5. 
what though Chriltianity be tollcratcd, connived at among them, yet 
'tis defpifed asaninferiour fubordinatc and worfer Religion than Ma- 
homcts, and is in all places of their Conquefts thruft out of the chief 
and beft Temples of God. 

As for that common opinion that Idolatry isanecclTary ingredient of 
the grand Antichriftianifme, we have proved already , that the Jews and 
Mahometans arc formally Antichrifts and yet they abhorre all appea- 
rance of Idolatry. And fecondly, the grand Aiuichrift muft be a worfe 

and 
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and wickeder oppofer of Chrifl:, than thofe Idolatrous Heathens in* 
Apoftles dayes. Therefore thofe that maintain that the Pope is S3' 
grand Antichrilt, muft alfo maintain that the Pope (though a ChriftianY 
is of a more contrary Religion to Chrift than Mahomet: and thatth^ 
Papiitsareworfe Idolaters than the Heathens that facrificed to r en £ 
Bacchus ot Apollo; and that the Papifts who will dye for Chrilt are 
worfe than the Jews who killed Chrift. But furely Religion (though 
mingled with fome corruptions) is better than no Religion, and thofe 
that worftup Chrift (though in an erroneous way; are better than 
thofe, that do not worrtiip Chriftatall. However ^reformers ofthi 
Church ofEngUndbMt thorowly to the uttnoft of their knowledge and 
power,aboliflied all the errours and corruptions of the Church of Rome i 
And therefore are no waves lyable to the charge of Anichrifltianifa) 
( As God willing (hall be (hewed (hortly in my defence of the reno wned 
Cranmer.) 
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